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Operative Techniques in Cardiac & Thoracic Surgery: 
A Comparative Atlas 
Our purpose in puldishing Operative Techniques in 
Cardiac & Thorcicic Surgery: A Comparative Atlas is to 
meet a need not satisfied by the surgical atlases and 
journals currently available in our specialty: the 
straightforward yet detailed description and discussion 
of advanced techniques as currently practiced by the 
leading surgeons in the field of cardiovascular and 
thoracic surgery. The majority of surgical atlases avail- 
able today, whether written by a single individual or  a 
dlect ion of experts, present only a single approach to 
any given prohlem. Although they may offer comprehen- 
sive coverage of the field, they provide a limited 
discussion of individual techniques. In the journal 
literature, technical contributions are often poorly illus- 
trated and are inconvenient as a source of reference. 
We lielieve that our literature will be enhanced b y  the 
addition of a journal that addresses technical consider- 
ations in a romparative format similar to that created hy 
Dr. Ronald A. Malt in his textbook entitled, Surgical 
Techniques IUustrated. Each issue of Operative Techniques 
in Cardiac & Thoracic Surgery will be devoted to a specific: 
topic of interest that will he explored in depth through 
rontrihutions from renowned surgeons, providing con- 
trasting approaches to the same or  similar problems. 
It is not our intent to cover every topic in cardiotho- 
racic surgery, hut rather to focus on in-depth analysis 
of selected issues. The journal will be heavily illustrated 
with original drawings, photographs, and imaging stud- 
ies. Articles will emphasize the technical aspects of the 
highlighted procedure with each investigator describing 
both  pearl^'^ and pitfalls, just as one would during 
instruction in the operating room or  in discussion at the 
scruh sink. The discussion is meant to be of interest 
both to individuals early in their careers and to those 
with greater experience who wish to broaden their 
approach to complex problems. Quarterly publication 
of the journal will ensure its ability to provide current 
information while maintaining the flexibility to address 
new and controversial topics. 
Our hope is that cardiothoracic surgeons will use 
Operative Techniques in Cardiac & Thoracic Surgery 
as an informative clinical resource and as a forum for 
sharing surgical techniques. We welcome your com- 
ments. 
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